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 07919905212                                                                   conradgardnerwriter@gmail.com
conradgardner.com
An energetic and skilled communicator with a First Class degree in creative writing and a track record in developing and publishing material in a range of genres and media formats. 
Self-motivated but also a strong team player with a passion for other languages and cultures, keen to acquire new skills and knowledge and to develop future generations. 




 Employment   
Bath Spa University - Story Assistant, Editorial                    April 2023 - Present
Assistant specialising in content and copy for The Story Society, an arts research centre running projects around storytelling and artistic engagement.
Key Responsibilities:
· Lead on development of various tools and systems for research centre (production trackers, contact forms, etc.)
· Participate in events (research conferences, creative training camps, and research presentations). 
· Perform comprehensive copy edits of numerous internal and external documents, including social media marketing copy, quarterly reports, job descriptions, and briefings for stakeholders. 
· Conduct various forms of research, in academic and less formal contexts. Fields include: academic organisations and events, academic literature, potential contacts for networks, and cultural events across the Southwest.
Key Projects:
· Administrative lead on Non-Fiction Masterclass - organised primary and backup links for stakeholders (tutors, masterclass scholars, internal team supports, and creative director) to access masterclass sessions, led on communications with stakeholders, and created briefing documents for team members supporting each session.
· Providing Creative Director with thematic basis for pilot year of StoryArcs research programme. The idea, centred on my own research around the protagonist in a story being used as an agent of change rather than the figure that undergoes change themselves, was then used to set the tone and approach that the Creative Director took with the pilot year of the StoryArcs Programme.

Tartarus Comics - Head Writer 				August 2022 - Present
Head writer of a comic-book series set in the world of a multimedia storytelling project:
· Planning the long-term vision of the storyline in terms of story and myth arcs.
· Working with the heads of Tartarus to expand on but adhere to the world created.
· Bringing the world of the podcast into a visual medium.

Signal 8 Press – Publishing Assistant				July 2022 - January 2026
Assistant position at a small publishing press.
· Revising and maintaining publishing outlets database with contacts and organisations.
· Reaching out to reviewers with Advanced Reader Copies to generate anticipation for upcoming releases as part of PR campaigns.

Bryan’s Quest – Digital Media Intern				    May-June 2022
Developed a marketing campaign for a small charity’s latest project asking for donations of animal figures and statues for the blind. Campaign launched from scratch and with no budget. 
· Set up various social media channels for the charity.
· Produced marketing materials for Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. Posts were optimised to include keywords and hashtags incorporated by other charities.
· Used Meta Suite and Twitter tools to schedule posts at a rate of three posts per week over a set number of weeks.
· Created project Gmail account and automatic response emails to forward onto new project leads.

Columnist/Editor – Virtual, Mythulu Magazine.	              September 2021 – Present
Writing a GenZ column for a digital magazine, focusing on:
· My experiences and thoughts on the current landscape of creative writing
· Consulting to editorial board about article themes and topics for upcoming issues.
· Looking at market trends within relevant fields - the ongoing popular of fantasy, emergent subgenres, and mythologies (old and new).

Medical content writing placement – Virtual, Thrive4Life.    May – October 2021
Writing white paper content for business-oriented health and wellbeing company.
· Responding to briefs focusing on specific aspects of health and wellbeing.
· Researching the relevant fields - the benefits of strength training, mental health management, connections between mortality and running, etc.
· Producing high-quality content for in-house newsletters and campaigns

Volunteering: 
Falwriting - Content writer/editor-in-chief  	    May 2020 - June 2022 (EIC 2021-2022)
· Editing work of other writers and providing detailed feedback on pieces
· Maintaining release schedule and keeping topics relevant along with other EICs
· Publishing own analysis, criticism, and short fiction
Falmouth University - Course Rep	    		        September 2021 - May 2022
· Being a line of communication between students and tutors 
· Collating feedback from students and relaying this to course leaders
· Ensuring that discretion and anonymity is provided in feedback

Temporary work – Recruitment Direct., Clearview Cleaning                         September 2018 – August 2022
· Various labour-intensive jobs during gaps in education



Education & Qualifications
· Falmouth University – BA in Creative Writing 1st -class honours              2022 Modules include: Craft of Writing, Introduction to Publishing, Creative Non-fiction, Collaborative Project, Creative Portfolio
· 120-hour TEFL Certification 						           2021
· Hereford Sixth Form College – A levels                                                              2018   
· Fairfield High School –   GCSEs                                                                              2016

Awards & Commendations
· Bath & North East Somerset Libraries Centenary competition - Runner-up in Adult fiction category.
· Falmouth University Excellence in Fiction Award – Winner 		           2022
· Falmouth University Excellence in Writing for the Screen; Film and Video Games – Runner-up     						           2022

Skills
· Versatile writing skills across creative and commercial fields, including in charity, academic, and commercial sectors. 
· Responding to feedback from peers and incorporating it into my work, across both creative and commercial disciplines.
· Editing work of others/strengthening skills.
· Social media management - Meta, Twitter.
· Researching various fields, ranging from mental and physical health, to organisations, market trends, and sales figures.
· Proficient in Microsoft Office, Meta Suite, and Google Analytics.

Languages
· English (Native), Afrikaans (working proficiency), Spanish (intermediate)

Interests
I have a wide range of interests which include writing my own fiction (with several publications, including paid material). I am a voracious reader of all forms of writing (ranging from novels, to nonfiction, to comic books). I love films, avidly play video games, and like to maintain fitness via a combination of long-distance running and other exercise. I’m also a gastrophile and enjoy experimenting with food regularly.


Publications

Publications
Short Stories
· ‘Gourmet’ - Forthcoming Horror Tree Valentine’s Horror Anthology, TBC
· ‘Still, Deadly’ - iSoldiers, Shacklebound Books, TBC
· ‘Dispatch’ - iSoldiers, Shacklebound Books, TBC
· ‘The Ascent’ - Sword and Sorcery Anthology, Burial Books, TBC 2026
· ‘What?’ - THE YELLING CONTINUES, Procrastinating Writers United, TBC 2025
· ‘You Are’ - Short Fantasy Stories, Shacklebound Books, July 2025
· ‘The Cavern’ - Liminal Tales, March 2025
· ‘Outside the Lines’ - Hawthorn & Ash Vol 6: Holly & Broom, Iron Faerie Publishing, TBC Autumn
· ‘Speak’ - Cursed Cooking, Cat Eye Press, October 2024
· 'The Seahorse’ - JPI Flash Fiction Anthology, November 2024
· ‘Tears and Saltwater’ - Bath and North East Somerset Libraries Centenary Competition: Selected as Runner-Up in Adult Category, September 2024
· ‘You’ - Stupefying Stories SHOWCASE, September 2024
· ‘Dropping Off’ - Body Horror Vol 1, Unveiling Nightmares, Feb 2024
· ‘The Museum of Lost Children’ - The Kaidankai Haunted Horror Anthology, Dec 2023
· ‘Vanity’ - Unveiling Nightmares, October 2023
· ‘Something Else’ – Bullet Points, October 2023
· ‘The House That Came From the Stars ‘ - Daikaijuzine, September 2023
· ‘The Present’ - Serendip Magazine, August 2023
· 'Sheets' - Serendip Magazine, August 2023
· ‘The Ducks’ - Serendip Magazine, August 2023
· 'Carpets' - Serendip Magazine, August 2023
· 'Katie' - Impossible Worlds, August 2023
· ‘The Arbiter’ - Sci Phi Journal, July 2023
· 'Primeus' - White Cat Publications, April 2023
· ‘Vile Things’ - Dark Stars, Shacklebound Books, March 2023
· ‘I Have Something to Tell You’ - Suddenly, and Without Warning, March 2023
· ‘The Castle’ - Full Moon Chronicles #1 - January 2023 
· ‘Peanut Butter on a Day of Summer’ - Rural Fiction Magazine, Dec 2022
· ‘Alan’s Crisis’ - Superlative Literary Journal, Dec 2022
· ‘Your Biggest Fan’ – Short Horror Stories, Shacklebound Books, October 2022
· ‘The Chaos Gospel’ – Short Horror Stories, Shacklebound Books, October 2022
· ‘Below The Depths’ – Short Horror Stories, Shacklebound Books, October 2022
· ‘There’s a Monster Inside Me’ – Monsters, AEL Press- SOLD 2022, UNRELEASED/PUBLISHER CLOSED
· ‘Forked’ – A Thin Slice of Anxiety, June 2022
· ‘Computer Virus’ – CTRL Alt Del, Black Ink Fiction, June, 2022
· ‘The Hunter and The Deer’ – Falwriting, March, 2022
· ‘Ship’s Log’ – Falwriting, October, 2021
· ‘On The Mattress’ – 666: A Dark Drabbles Anthology, Black Hare Press, August, 2021 
· ‘Subject 36963’ – Martian Magazine, July, 2021

Essays
· ‘The Formation of a Man’ – Autofocus, August, 2022
Articles:
· ‘Immortal and Beloved: Does Peaky Blinders have a Cool Problem?’ - Celestial Cinephile, March 2026
· ‘Mickey17 Deserves to be Discussed More: Here’s Why’ - Celestial Cinephile, February 2026
· ‘He Looks Like That Because he’s Bad: Why 2025’s Frankenstein is disappointing’ - Celestial Cinephile, January, 2026
· ‘Return My Love: the Renaissance of Jennifer Lawrence’ - Celestial Cinephile, December 2025
· ‘Horns & Whistles’ - Mythulu, March 2023
· ‘Embrace Chaos – Moon Knight Review’ – Falwriting, April, 2022
· ‘It’s a Warning – The Batman Review’ – Falwriting, March, 2022
· ‘Toss Your Coins, I Want More – The Witcher Season 2 Review’ – Falwriting, February 2022
· ‘Hawkeye – a Small Victory for the Little Guy’ – Falwriting, February 2022
· ‘If Libraries All Burned Down’ – Mythulu, January 2022
· ‘Dune – A Perfect Adaptation of (Half) a Novel’ – Falwriting, November, 2021
· 'Invincible – Deconstructing the Ideal Parent’ – Falwriting, August, 2021
· ‘Alice In Borderland Review’ – Falwriting, April, 2021
· ‘The Twelve Days Of Halloween’ – Falwriting, November, 2020
· ‘The Safdie Brothers and Their Leading Men’ – Falwriting, May, 2020


Health and Wellbeing White Paper Content:
· ‘Eight Yoga Poses to Try if You are Feeling Overwhelmed’ – September, 2021
· ‘Thirteen Ways Running can Boost Your Life Expectancy’ – September, 2021
· ‘Eight Simple Ways to Help Stop Muscle Cramps’ – September, 2021
· ‘Nine Ways to Get the Most Out of Your Lunchtime Workout’ – September, 2021
· ‘Five Ways Covid has Changed Exercise Routines, and How You Can Make the Best of it’, August, 2021
· ‘Seven Ways to Help Fit Exercise into Your Busy Work Schedule’ – August, 2021
· ‘Four Key Reasons Exercise is Beneficial for Your Mental Health’ – July, 2021
· ‘Why You Need to Add Strength Training to Your Midlife Exercise Routine’ – July, 2021
· ‘Mind Management Tips: Preparing Your Mind for Returning to Work’ – May, 2021

Editing:
· ‘Generational Trauma, Time Shenanigans, and Jewish Ghosts: Why You Should Watch Russian Doll’ by Elise Peyrat – Falwriting, April, 2022
· ‘Pride: A VR Film Experience’ by Tabby Smith – Falwriting, April, 2022
· ‘The Biggest Heist in Pirate History: VR experience’ by Matt Anderson – Falwriting, April, 2022
· ‘Leaving Lockdown and Hope for The Writer’ by Immy Moore – Falwriting, March, 2022	
· ‘Writing: How to Begin’ by Tabby Smith – Falwriting	, March, 2022	
· ‘Tiktok & Poetry’ by Morwenna Tripp – Falwriting, March, 2022
· ‘Town & Gown’ by Jon Cox – Falwriting, March, 2022
· ‘The Moment I Knew I Wanted to be a Writer’ by Matt Anderson – Falwriting, February, 2022
· ‘The Left Way of Writing’ by Josh Cheeseman – Falwriting, February, 2022	
· ‘A Review of Seaborne Issue 2 “Storms, Omens & Monsters”’ by Tia Jade Woolcock – Falwriting, January, 2022
· ‘Why Greatness? Why is Goodness Not Enough? – A Review of The Green Knight’ by Elise Peyrat – Falwriting, November, 2021	

Skills
· Versatile writing skills across creative and commercial fields, including in charity, academic, and commercial sectors. 
· Responding to feedback from peers and incorporating it into my work, across both creative and commercial disciplines.
· Editing work of others/strengthening skills.
· Social media management - Meta, Twitter.
· Researching various fields, ranging from mental and physical health, to organisations, market trends, and sales figures.
· Proficient in Microsoft Office, Meta Suite, and Google Analytics.
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